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Biographies of Board of Directors, Management Team, and Staff
I. Board of Directors


Peter Kimm is the Chairman of the Board of the International Housing Coalition.  He is a widely recognized advisor on housing and urban programs in developing countries. His clients have included USAID, the United Nations, the World Bank, Habitat for Humanity, the Cities Alliance, Japan International Cooperation Agency, and Harvard University.  Mr. Kimm was Director of Housing and Urban Programs for most of the 36 years he worked for USAID, where he ran the U.S. government’s worldwide housing and urban program activities. He has practical, hands-on experience throughout the developing world and has written and lectured widely about housing policy and housing finance.  Mr. Kimm is a graduate of the Cooper Union in New York City and received his professional engineering license from New York State.
Pat V. Combs is the Immediate Past President of the National Association of Realtors (NAR) and represents NAR on the IHC Board. In 2007 she served as NAR President and NAR President-Elect in 2006.   Ms. Combs is also a member of the NAR Leadership Team. In 2003, she served as National Fundraising Chair for the REALTORS® Political Action Committee and is an RPAC "Golden R." She has been chair of three major NAR committees: Education, Equal Opportunity, and Public Policy. Ms. Combs also served as committee liaison for three years.  A REALTOR® since 1971, Ms. Combs is the Vice President of Coldwell Banker-AJS-Schmidt, the second largest real estate company in Michigan. She holds the professional designations of Accredited Buyer Representative (ABR®); Certified Residential Specialist (CRS®); Graduate, REALTOR® Institute (GRI); and Performance Management Network (PMN).  At the state level, Ms. Combs was President of the Michigan Association of REALTORS® in 1995, and was chosen by her peers as Michigan "REALTOR® of the Year" in 2002. 

Elizabeth K. Blake represents Habitat for Humanity International (HFHI) on the IHC Board.  She currently serves as the Senior Vice President of Government Affairs, Advocacy and General Counsel for HFHI. Prior to joining HFHI, she held numerous executive positions at U.S. Airways, General Electric and Cinergy Corp. She received her BA with honors from Smith College and her JD from Columbia University School of Law, where she was a Harlan Fisher Stone Scholar.  She has participated in civic and charitable causes including serving as Chair of the Ohio Board of Regents and Chair of the Planning Committee for The Aronoff Center for the Arts.  She has been awarded the Employer of Choice Award (2003), Outstanding Women in Outstanding Times (2003) and Career Women of Achievement (1997). 

Calvin Lindberg represents the Canadian Real Estate Association (CREA) on the IHC Board. He is a realtor from Vancouver, Canada and served as President of CREA in 2008. He has more than 20 years experience in residential real estate. 
John McIlwain is the Senior Resident Fellow, ULI/J. Ronald Terwilliger Chair for Housing at the Urban Land Institute, a non-profit research and educational institute supported by over 35,000 members worldwide.  Its mission is to provide leadership in the responsible use of land and in creating and sustaining thriving communities worldwide.  McIlwain is responsible for leading ULI’s research and publications on housing in the US and globally. He is an advisor to the ULI Terwilliger Center for Affordable Workforce Housing, the ULI Advisory Committee on Energy, Land Use and Climate Change, and to ULI’s “The City in 2050” project.
Prior to joining ULI, McIlwain established and ran the American Communities Fund (ACF) for Fannie Mae, a billion dollar fund investing in hard-to-finance affordable housing.  McIlwain also served as President and CEO of the Fannie Mae Foundation from 1997 to 1998. Prior to joining Fannie Mae, McIlwain had a national law practice focused on developing and financing affordable housing.  McIlwain served at HUD from 1977 to 1979. He began his career in housing at the Maine State Housing Authority.

McIlwain is Chairman of the Center for Housing Policy in Washington, DC, and a member of the Executive Committee of the National Housing Conference of which he is a past President.  He is on the Boards of the Community Preservation and Development Corporation, Capmark Community Development Fund Advisory Board, and the Editorial Advisory Board of Housing Policy Debate.  McIlwain graduated from Princeton University and the NYU School of Law.

Roger Williams is Senior Fellow/Director for Neighborhood Development at The Annie E. Casey Foundation.  He is responsible for the Foundation’s Neighborhood Development portfolio focusing on the Foundation's Responsible Redevelopment work.  This portfolio is based on the integration of human capital and physical development in community revitalization efforts in order to improve the choices, opportunities, and outcomes for residents impacted by these activities.    He also leads the Foundation’s work in Camden, NJ and New Orleans, LA, and its anchor institutions initiatives.  His responsibilities include managing the Foundation's grant making to national community development groups and providing guidance and direction to staff and grantees on innovative community economic development financing tools and strategies.  He serves on the Foundation’s Management Committee and Social Investments Committee.  Mr. Williams staffs the Foundation's participation in Living Cities (formerly the National Community Development Initiative).  

Mr. Williams received a Juris Doctorate from New York University School of Law and a Bachelor of Arts degree from Haverford College.  He serves on the board of the Roundhouse Theatre (Bethesda), the DC LISC Advisory Board, and the board of the Bell Multi-Cultural School in DC.  He is the former vice chairman of the New York City Cultural Affairs Commission, a former Trustee of the Metropolitan Museum, and the former treasurer of the Ellington Fund which supports DC’s public school for the performing arts. 

II. Management Team

Pierre Beauchamp became Chief Executive of The Canadian Real Estate Association (CREA) in 1995.  Before that he served for 12 years as Executive Vice-President. In addition to his administrative and managerial responsibilities, Mr. Beauchamp is the primary external spokesperson for the association. Before joining CREA he was executive director of the Real Estate Board of Ottawa-Carleton and served the Executive Officers Council of CREA.  For several years he served as secretary general of the Canadian chapter of the International Real Estate Federation (FIABCI/Canada).  He has been actively involved in representing CREA in a leadership role for the development of international standards of the International Consortium of Real Estate Associations.
Jane Katz is Director of International Affairs and Programs at Habitat for Humanity International's Washington, DC Government Relations and Advocacy Office, where she provides program and policy support on a variety of housing finance and related issues. Prior to coming to Habitat, she spent 14 years at Fannie Mae and 15 years in the public sector working in mortgage finance, regulatory oversight, and housing policy at the Federal Home Loan Bank Board, U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development, and the Congressional Research Service, Library of Congress. She received a MA degree in Government and Politics from the University of Maryland and a BA degree in Foreign Affairs from the University of Cincinnati. 

Christopher Vincent is the Director, Congressional Relations/International Affairs of Habitat for Humanity International (HFHI).  He began working with HFHI in the Latin America/Caribbean Department in 1997 and moved to the Habitat office in Costa Rica in 1998. In May 2000, he began working with HFHI in Washington, DC.  He has worked on issues ranging from national partnerships, international program support, budgets, high-profile events, and congressional relations.  He graduated from the University of North Carolina-Chapel Hill with a double major in International Studies and Anthropology.  
Janet Branton is a Senior Vice President of NAR. Since she began working for NAR in 2000, Janet has also served as the Vice President for Business Specialties, Executive Director for the Real Estate Buyers’ Agent Council and EVP for the REALTORS® Land Institute. 

For 13 years before joining NAR, Janet served as an association executive for three local real estate associations in South Florida, including the REALTORS® Association of the Palm Beaches, Marco Island Area Association of REALTORS® and the Naples Area Board of REALTORS®.  She holds the prestigious Certified Association Executive (CAE) designation from the American Society of Association Executives and the Certified International Property Specialist (CIPS) designation from NAR.  

III. Staff
Robert Dubinsky is the CEO of the International Housing Coalition and has worked for the organization since October 2005. He is a senior project manager experienced in all facets of project manage​ment and research, specializing in project design and implementation, program evaluation and manage​ment, policy and institutional analysis. Recently he was a housing, local government and urban development consultant and a policy analyst for the International Real Property Foundation.  Previously he managed local government, urban development and housing projects for the International City/County Management Association in Slovakia, Hungary, Poland, Romania and the former Soviet Union and worked for USAID in Washington, Israel, Jamaica and throughout the Caribbean.  He graduated from Harvard College with honors.
Nicole Weir is the Research and Policy Associate of the International Housing Coalition and has worked for the organization since June 2009. Nicole recently graduated from Johns Hopkins School of Advanced International Studies (SAIS) in Washington, DC, where she focused on international economics and African studies. Prior to joining the IHC, Nicole conducted research at the Advisory Board Company, the Center for Strategic and International Studies (CSIS), and the Carter Center. She has worked and traveled extensively in East and Southern Africa and co-founded an educational nonprofit organization in northwestern Uganda in 2003. She has also worked closely with Habitat for Humanity International, leading several Global Village volunteer teams to various countries in southern Africa.
Former Staff

John T. (Jack) Howley is an advisor to the IHC.  He has forty years of domestic and international public and private development experience with special focus on housing, real estate, urban and community problems and programs. He has been the CEO of three private non-profit organizations: the International Housing Coalition, the International Real Property Foundation, and the Lowertown Development Corporation and consultant to the World Bank, UN Habitat and USAID. He also served as Deputy Assistant Secretary/Deputy Federal Housing Commissioner, Deputy Director of USAID's Office of Housing and Urban Programs, Deputy Regional Director for New England of the Office of Economic Opportunity, and Foreign Service and Program Officer of USAID. He has his BA from Rutgers University and his SM from MIT.
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